Clearly eq (5) is analytically equivalent to eq (4). When implemented on computers of adequate precision, the relationships used by Shell 
Digitalis after AMI To the Editor: With regard to the article in the May issue entitled "Augmentation of serum CPK activity by digitalis in patients with acute myocardial infarction" by Varonkov et al., I am surprised that the editorial staff has failed to see the serious ethical and moral infractions represented by this study.
One of the major parameters for determining infarct size is accumulated CPK activity. That inotropic agents may result in an extension of infarct size (as manifested by a rise in CPK) has been established. While it may well be that the "definitive randomized study" in humans had not been performed, at least one of the authors (William Shell) has published much about determinants of infarct size, and must have suspected before the study was begun that digitalis in this clinical setting would be deleterious to patients. It is clear that the authors set about to prove that a specific intervention, namely the administration of a digitalis preparation in the early stages of an acute myocardial infarction, in the absence of congestive heart failure or arrhythmia, may be harmful. This it appears they have done. The experimental subjects neatly proved the authors' thesis by appropriately extending their infarcts in response to the "therapy." However, nowhere in their article is there any discussion of the method by which informed consent was obtained from these patients who were "predictably" harmed by the experiment. Nor is it easy to imagine obtaining informed consent from patients within the first few hours following an acute myocardial infarction for an intervention which the authors themselves must have suspected was harmful. The fact that digitalis is not infrequently administered by practicing physicians in just this setting is no justification for the design of this study.
The ethical basis of human experimentation demands that no intervention be undertaken with the expressed purpose of harming the subjects being studied. 
